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Castle,
June 20th,
1908

" I waited about anxious to motor with John Morley,  From my
and finally followed with him and Lord Gosford.   While  Diary,
we were deep in conversation Princess Victoria asked if  Windsor
she could take a kodak of us standing together.   (She
presented each of us with a copy a few days later.)

" When we returned to the Castle we found that
Henry had gone for a long walk with the Hon. Violet
Vivian, one of the Queen's maids of honour, over which
the King was jovial and even eloquent/'

End of Diary quotation

The year 1908 ended in an event which made a deep
impression upon me.

The First Lord of the Admiralty asked me if I would
launch the latest Dreadnought, and on the 7th of Novem-
ber Henry and I, Pamela McKenna and her lord, travelled
by a special train to Devonport.

I wore my best garden-party dress; biscuit-coloured
cloth with a clinging skirt, string blouse and winged hat
of the same colour. Bouquets and addresses of welcome
had been presented to us at every station on the journey,
and we were met upon our arrival by Admiral Cross and
other Naval officers. We drove through the decorated
streets straight to the dockyard.

It was a brilliant blowing day, and on a dancing sea
hundreds of crowded craft were bobbing about between
the evil-looking battleships. I climbed up red cloth steps
to a high platform, where the neighbours of distinction
were collected under an awning. Clinging to my hat I
kept my skirts down with difficulty. After receiving a
bouquet and a water-colour of the ship, and making myself
generally affable to the Admirals and Commanders, I
looked up at the vast erection against the sky above me.
This was the ship. The lines of her bows were stretched
wide as the wings of a bird, and the armour of her
plating gleamed and throbbed like diamonds.